
Tuesday of Holy Week 

Gospel: John 13: 21-33; 36-38 

Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and testified, 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 

The disciples looked at one another, at a loss as to whom he meant. 

One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, 

was reclining at Jesus’ side. 

So Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant. 

He leaned back against Jesus’ chest and said to him, 

“Master, who is it?” 

Jesus answered, 

“It is the one to whom I hand the morsel after I have dipped it.” 

So he dipped the morsel and took it and handed it to Judas, 

son of Simon the Iscariot. 

After Judas took the morsel, Satan entered him. 

So Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 

Now none of those reclining at table realized why he said this to him. 

Some thought that since Judas kept the money bag, Jesus had told him, 

“Buy what we need for the feast,” 

or to give something to the poor. 

So Judas took the morsel and left at once. And it was night. 

When he had left, Jesus said, 

“Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 

If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, 

and he will glorify him at once. 

My children, I will be with you only a little while longer. 

You will look for me, and as I told the Jews, 

‘Where I go you cannot come,’ so now I say it to you.” 

Simon Peter said to him, “Master, where are you going?” 

Jesus answered him, 

“Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, 

though you will follow later.” 

Peter said to him, 

“Master, why can I not follow you now? 

I will lay down my life for you.” 

Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? 

Amen, amen, I say to you, the cock will not crow 

before you deny me three times.” 

 

 

 



       

Christ’s Betrayal by Julie Lee 

 

Today is all about betrayal of a deep friendship. At a time when Jesus needs his companions the most, they 

seem to be disengaged from the unrest escalating among the religious and political authorities over the 

behavior of Jesus. Jesus is just too much for those authorities -  too inclusive of the poor, Samaritans, 

women, tax collectors, strangers, the sick, inquiring scribes, lawyers, the list goes on. His companions 

appear oblivious to the impending betrayal by Judas, one of their own, and their own lack of courage soon 

to be revealed in coming events. Each of these companions will betray Jesus in their own way. 

 

• While we may not have experienced betrayal like Jesus or been a betrayer in the manner of Judas, 

each of us has probably met this demon in our own lives in some way. What is my experience, how 

has it shaped me? If betrayed, have I been able to forgive, reconcile or is it a process unfolding, 

incomplete? If I identify as the betrayer, where do I find myself in the process of healing the wrong 

that has been done? How do I keep moving toward the other? 

• In either situation, do I understand myself to be ‘beloved by Jesus’, no matter where I am on the 

journey toward healing and wholeness? Am I able to accept myself as Jesus does, while at the same 

time realizing that I have the grace from him to be a true disciple? May our prayer draw us into 

Love’s embrace and the courage to say Yes! 

 


